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“So, who's the kid?” 
“My name is...” 


xxxxx hesitated for a moment, turning slightly to look back along the road they 
were traveling. Beyond the red horizon, her homeland's gates sank into the distance, 
never to be seen again. 

Facing forward once more, xxxxx looked past Kino' side to focus intently on the 
path ahead before answering. 

“My name is—” 


Kino travels with the trusty talking motorrad, Hermes. The duo are always together, 
with Hermes providing speed, and Kino providing balance. They stay in each country 
for no more than three days, as a rule—enough time to learn about each destination's 
unique customs and people. And so Kino and Hermes journey ever onward... 
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“Do you like it? 3 
"It's all right, I suppose. So; who the 
idi 


y name ist u^ 
XXXXX hesitated fora moment, turn- 
ing slightly to look back along the road 
they were traveling. es 
Beyond the red horizon, her homeland's 
gates sank into the distance, never to be 


seen again. — 
acing forward once more; хх 


looked past Kino’s side го focus intently 
on the path ahead before answering. 
" в 
Му name is— 


furious sentry shouted something 


шххххх couldn’t hear it. ' e 


engine, the wind whipping through her 
hair,and the beating of her own heart. 
) fte vast plains outside the country's 
orders which x x x x x had never en 
before, seemed to be covered іп a cat; 
of blossoming red flowers. 
“Тһе motorrad raced along the roa 
hrough the plains at full speed. 
“Beautiful, isn't it!" Kino shouted t 


Excerpt from Kino’s Journey: 
The Beautiful World volume 1, 
chapter 5: “The Land ой Adults” 
Written by Keiichi Sig 
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Ñ it was. Do you see anyone else here?” 
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feeling 
? 


and 
I don’t 
really know 


Sometimes, 


| feel like 
or maybe a helpless, 
justa insignificant 
totally fool, 


\ nasty human 


15! wantto 
enjoy №, end my 
for one journey. 


rest of 
the world, 
even other 
people's lives, |? 
all seem so 
beautiful. 


un 
ААИ 


) \ 
р \ 
N 


travels, I’ve 
come upon 

many sad 
and painful 


Da 


Even if 
lend up 
having to 
harm other | 
* people, / 


I still 


| don't 
really 
get il, 
to be 
honest. 


sure if | 
understand 
it myself, 


Maybe really. 


I'm just 


a ‚ An 
Ри going 
to sleep. 
We've got 
along way 
togo 
tomorrow. 


шын ЎЎ 
SS 
iei. << > 


That's 
about 
all | can 
recall. 


Chapter 1 


named Kino. 


years old 
when | met 
the traveler 


To be honest, 
| don't 
remember what 


| was called 
back then 
anymore. 


but if you 
changed the 
pronunciation 
a little, it 
turned into a 
mean insult. 


Hello 
there, 
little 
lady. 


wee pe || 
Г — e j ПП! ІП | 


By the way, 
are there апу | 
hotels around | 


I'd prefer 
somewhere 
cheap, with 


THAT 
SOUNDS 
LIKE OUR 
PLACE! 


ІҢ ИШИЦ 
тинт | 


ШШШ! 


Үү ¡xd dd dd: ШЇ hil 


It’s а 
pleasure 
to have 
you herel 
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h.v 
Y 
ve 
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ж 
im 


good 
traveler! 


3 more days 


g'morning, 
XXXXX. 


onlyıto,vehicles,that.do'n 
DOR 2 2 


| asked 
someone to 
sellit to me, but 
they said № 
was useless 
garbage, 


N. IN м 


It looks 
just like the 
one | used 
to travel 


IE 


here'll be 


running 


Саи 
motorrads 
run 
around? 


SS | They need 
= То таКеа 
] contract with | 
arider. ; 


In this case, 
it’s a promise 
to help each 

other. 


if | take 

А саге of the 

‘| balance, the| BEE 
motorrad 


\ takes саге 
That 


мау the 
journey 
will be easier 
and more 


they need 
someone to 
balance them, 
or they'll 


contract 
to help 
each 
other! 


So when this 

one wakes up, 

РИ have to ask, 
“How about 


к 
ШІ "n 


Мауре 


не, I'll pick a 
A name for the 
f motorrad 


What was 
your old 


thereare times. 
far more 
fun things 
than hard 


you have 
to do them 
inorderto 


getting the 
\ operation! 


Jobs are 
Supposed 
to be hard, 


because ў But kids can 
adults pots А adults just до 
have to 4 \ arent whatever 
do their allowed you want. 


todo 


Even if 
they don't 
want to or 
they think 
it's wrong, 


That's why, 
when you turn 
12, we open up 
your head and 
take out the 
child inside. 
perfect 
adults 


| In that 
` | time, no adult 
inthe land is 
supposed 
to talk to 
you. 


№5 
so you 
spend your т 


z Т 
last week Op. [ 


allalone,| AY 


“| 


Thanks come 
tothe ? 
operation, 
i any child 
Е | can become 
\ a proper 


nobody 
will tell 


me why. 


Sounds % 


pretty 
violent 


The 
week before 
your 12th 
birthday is 
called “the 
last week.” 


<i 
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|6 such Does 


a life forced doing 
on you by this something 
“operation” you don't 
really any fun, ТАР 
| wonder? 77 (| 


À D e 


Not in the 
WAy you're 
thinking, at 
least. 


are you, 
Kino? 


| don't 
think I'm a | 
kid exactly, 
either. 


| Then ` 
youre à 
kid? 


What 
am |, 
you ask? 


i 


( traveling, 


ТТІ That's not 
enough to live 
on, of course, 
so | sell 
medicinal herbs 
and rare 
items | find. 


. Ne 
77 


guess уои 
could say 
that's a 


I'm just 
traveling 


doing 
what 
| like. 


а. 
4 


That's You're 
the best really 
singing good! 
l've ever 


| can't 
become a 
singer 


cause ту 
mom and 

dad aren't 
singers. 


Since you're 
50 talented, 
why don't 
you become 
a singer? 


Adults 
have children 
so they can 
carry on 
their work, 
right? 


that's how 
itis in your | ~ 
country... 7 TUN А т, 


RR 


ER 
A 


LAY) DA 


amo yn 


19237323 e., 


Last day 


ШІШ 
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ka al mocking us 


< ы adults?! 
\) 


4 | Are you 


child for 
therest 


Apologize 
right now, 
ххххх!! 


То 
allthe 
adults 
ofthis 

land! 


you'll 
never say (4 à youre sorry 
things like | “14 М МУ for having 


Right that >f} x such a stupid 
again! (ЖА! | M LN thought! 


Why 
allthe 
shouting 
over 
here? 


Please 
| calm down. 

You're adults, 
after all. 


Were so 
so sorry. 
very 

sorry. 


daughter said 
she doesn't 
want to get 
the operation 


tomorrow. 


| think you 
N can become 
You must | Don't you an adult 


know how without the, 
have been J important operation 


brought up E it is?! 2 
wrong!! 


She’s 
mocking 
the 
operation 


not, you 
won’t get 
away with (/ 
this! ( 


We һауе 
no one to 
blame but 
ourselves. 


you say 
something 
like that 
out of 
nowhere 


( N 
WW — NN 
А 


\ 
м“ 


Now, look 
how you've 
embarrassed 
me by saying 
such idiotic 
things!! 


HES THE IT? 
ONE WHO 
PUT SUCH 
INHUMAN 


‚ THOUGHTS 


INYOUR 
HEAD! 


VU 


Неу, 
уош 


You dirty 
bastard 
traveler! 


working 
fine, 
too. 


Is this 
what that 
“operation” \- 
doesto N 
people? 


Maybe you 
shouldn’t 
getit 
after all. 


Are you 


listening, 
you fool?! 
Ll 3 


/ 

Apologize right 
tome,my now! 
wife, and 
everyone 
in this 
countryl 


6 quite 
enough. 
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that 


Areally 
important 
person 


апа it’s not 


something 
outsiders like 
you can do 
anything 
about. 


As I'm 
eure you know, 
every land, every 
family, has their 
own unique 
customs, 


In fact, 
Iwas 

"|| planning Е 
(ШП on heading LE 
^ outsoon, 7 
anyway, 


І get the 
feeling ГИ 
be killed if | 
stay much 


go through 
the open 
gate you 
see there, 
if you 


No exit 
proce- 
dures 
will be 
песез- 
sary. 


You 
entered our 
land through 


UN the proper 
Ð channels. 


safety is 
assured 
until you 
leave our 
gates. 


Land of 
Adults. 


Still, | 
shouldn't 
think you 
would be 

killed. 


ie the 


this is 
goodbye, 
XXXXX, 
Are you 

really 
leaving 


and if | 


| never 


stayed stay in one 
any longer, country 
| wouldn’t for more 
get to see than three 
lots of other | 
countries 


usually 
enough 
togeta 
sense of 


dispose 
ofhis 
daughter, 
of 
course. 


Children are 
invariably 
the property 
oftheir 
parents, 


and 
parents, 
naturally, 
have every 
right to 
dispose of a 
failure. 


She 
has defied 
her parente, 
her superiors, 
by rejecting 
our great 
operation. 


May 
І ask why 
that person 
is holding 
a kitchen 


knife? 


PL 


j= 


Kamm 
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Мы 


<< 
NS 


с < c 5 


N 
(Ai 
RW 
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2 7 
Sy f) Si 
, V, 


n 
D 


stabbed 

with the 
knife that was 

meant for 


should we do 
in а case like 
this, eh? 


didn’t set 
out to stab 
the traveler, 
sothisis 


ISN’T 
THAT 
RIGHT, 
EVERYONE 
? 


unfortunate 
accident. 


Looks 
that way 


рр 
N 


We should 
all pity his 
misfortune. 


Well, 
Pll make sure 
І take care of 
the girl this. 


Have 
you ever 
ridden 3 
bike? 


"Hmm 


50 uou 
want to 
die? 


Then | 
guess 


then 
1 don’t 
want to 
die. 


surviving 
just to 
get the 


die if you 
stay here, 


you’d 

better 
take the 

third 
option. 


a | onthe seat | 
4| and grab оп | 
| fight to the 
handles. 


the right 
handle down 

and lean 

forward. 


Then just 
think of it as 
riding a faster, A^ 
heavier 
bike. 


N 


III 


you think 
this is far 


Who 
are you, 
anyway, 


0 


who's 
being so 


Ahem 
| 


Would 
you mind 
standing Y 
me up now, 
if you 
please? 


So it’s 
you who’s 


Of course. | 
Do you see S 
anyone 
else here? 


Forget Ihe 
apologies, 
just stand 
me up 
already. 


№ 


un 
Pm a 
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№ И, A 


I'm lucky 
you годе 
me oul, 


Thank 
you for 
saving 


Hey, 
Who il was 
knows  mulual. 
what 

would've ы- 

happened to | 


we made a 
contract 


Wait, what 
did you just 
call me? 


Thats what 
you said 


when | asked 
your name 
before. 


That’s 
you. 


It’s the 
name of 
Kino’s old 
friend. 


Let's 
goona 
journey. 


бағ, ‚tar... 


Chapter 2 


Honestly, 
Kino, | have 
no idea what 

goes onin 
that head of 


If you 
| have food, № y il 

why по! 

eat il? 


ІШ 
ШІ! 


| can't 
eata snack 
when our next 
destination is 
in sight. 


Ж ti 
А5 
Gr 


ргевегуеа 
foods аге 


meantto 


be alast 


: N СУ | _ =< 
“Ty RSs 


TIU 


. соте 
There's по 


оп. 
guarantee 

that that place 
has food, 
you know. 


THENIT 
HAPPENS. 


ifthat 
happens... 


іп 


“Ра 


D 
о 
E 
> 
О 
- 
9 
8 
E 
ор 
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Chapter 2 


Ehe Hand ofUnderstand 


-I See You. 


IPs not 
like you 


Don’t just 
24 stand there, 
ғ pick me up! 


ТҮ 
"wit 
| 


№)! 


Тһеге It’s 
wasn't / strange, 
a single | though. 
person \ 

there. 


What if 

we enter 
and still 
don't see 
anyone 


karmie 
| 000004 
МШ ERER |1111 бш] 
111001111 А 


everything’s 
well- 
maintained. 


È 
0000000070 
009000209 


0060099008 
6060006000}. 


who made 


your 
food? 


Тһе 
machines 
did all 


ofit. 


it taste 


This 
place is 


If you hit me 
with ahuge 
bill later, 
Імоп% be 
able to pay mnot 


it, do you 
understand 
2 


aking ог 
anything 


are you 
sure this 
isreally 
have my my 
-status room? 
mixed 
up? 


Okay, 
please 
take 
care of 
these. 


They'll 
be ready 


/ FEKE 


central 
overnment 


/ gate, 
shopping 
district, 


factory 
and 
laboratory 
area... 


| wonder 
who, 
though? 


It can’t 
be like that 
place before 
where only one 
person was 


at left, 
the very 


it’s for 
religious 
reasons, 


it's just 
that no one 
lives in this 
particular 


50 
реор!е 
do live 
here. 


ER 
ин 


аге во тапу 
machines 
here, and 

they all work 
perfectly. 


think we 
haven't seen 
anyone? 


residential 
area? 


N N 
1» X 


leave now, we 
won't be back 
until after 
eunset. 


Besides 


1 don't 
like to ride at 
night, even in 

cities. 


ж 
хасан V 97 


access 
toanice 


bed, | get the 
irresistible 
urge to lie 
init. 


never go 

to sleep 
at this 
hour! 


And 
І also 
get very 


Boy, 
are you 
frugal... 


р 
р 
р 
b 


| really am 
the only 
person 


Foodis 
included 
with the 

cost of 
the room, 

right? 


q = CO 
ШТ! е Residential Area» 
ET .7 . 

1 ШІ 


houses 
alt look 


AND 
THEY'RE 
ALL PRETTY 
FAR APART 
FROM EACH 


іы, ! 


ШИШ 
ШИ 


Honestly, 
I’m not that 
impressed. 


He’s 
| exercising, | 
өһе Ithink. & 7 | у: house... 
went y > 
back 
inside. 


front ofa 


| just one | 
There’s au | normal- 
someone / 
at another 
house, 
farther 


But 
why do 
you think 
we haven't 
run into 
anyone? 


There is 3 


sense that 
they had to 
А be around 
А somewhere. 


I'm not 
sure yet. 


See? 
There are 


There 
are other 
houses with 
the lights 
on, too. 


There’s 
still no one 
out and 


This is the 
first time 
we've seen 


anyone up 
closel 


= Pull this 
ИН through 
here... 


parts all 
tangled 


Ри 
sorry for 


Maybe 
they don't 
speak our 
language, 


think 
that's the 


it be you 
can't tell 
what I’m 
thinking 


‚hapter 3 


No, we 
cant. 


„And | 
don't really 
understand 
what you're 
eaying, 
either. 


You really 
can't tell 


And what I’m 
the best thinking?! 
part is 


ICAN’T 
HEAR YOUR 
THOUGHTS 

EITHER! 


=. Chapter 3 "Tm ў 
The Land of Understanding Each Other's Pain (Pe. 2 
di See You.- 


Неге 
| youare. |) 


Sorry to 
delay your 
departure 
by being 60 
insistent. 


have some 
time. 


That’s an 
interesting 
smell. 


What 
kind oftea 
is this? 


We drink 

it quite 
often in this 

р country. 


ашы 
i. IN p. 


Is there 
poison in 


drink it, 
Kino! 


will 


really | be all Is this a 
aren't right if poisonous 
from these l've never tea? 
parte, hadit 
eh? before? 


Of course youd 
find it strange to 
be offered some 


kind of “poison” 
tea if you've 
never heard 


i ofit. 


forgive 
me... 


Ithought 
we hadn't seen 
anyone because 
travelerslike us are 
sorare that they 
were frightened, 


It’s 
beenten 
years since 
Гуе spoken to 
another 
person. 


but it seems like 
the citizens don't 
even interact with 
each other. 
P Hi TB 
RE R 


There was 
no one 


out and 


no 

one in this 
land ever 

leaves their 


“The Land of 
Understanding 
Each Other's 


Under- 
standing 
each 
other’s 
pain? 


That's 


why we 
| don't meet 
face to face 


here... 


2 you were 
young, didn't 
9 way you'll your parents 


never hurt 
someone 


ever tell 
you 


or do to 
anything become Ж 
to upset the sort 
them. of person who 
understands 


others’ pain? 


Or maybe 
you've 
had this 
thought 
before? 


would be a knowing what 
wonderfully others are 
convenient thinking 


Like 
when we 
first arrived 
here, for 


instance. 
Hermes. 


- people of 
¿y this country 
| thought 

the same 
thing. 


along time, 
machines have 
done most 
of the work 


With so 
much time 
on our 
hands, 


the people N. 
focused 4 
оп сегерга! ROS 
pursuits like E 
literature апа [^4 

к 
» “а 
N 


N 
Y 


abundant food 
supplies, and 
the country 15 
\ quite safe. / 


If they 


develop a a group 
part of the that was 
brain that researching 

normally the human 


isn't 
used... 


brain made a 
discovery. 


then 
that 
greeting 
would reach 
everyone 
nearby. 


then 
humans could 
communicate 
their thoughts 
directly 


For 
instance, 
if | thought 


If | were 
sad, then 
my sadness 
would be 
communicated 
to others. 


Even 
a baby could 
tellits parents 
if he’s happy or 


In layman’s 
terms, it’s 
essentially 
telepathy. 


understood 

my thoughts, 
other 
people 
could 

comfort 


or 
come up 
with ways 
to solve 
my 
problems. 


That verbal 
communication, 
allnoise that 
can’t convey опе’5 
deepest feelings, 
would be a thing 

of the past. 


AND 
EVERYONE IN 
THE COUNTRY 


DRANK IT. 


they 
developed 
an elixir, 


The 
people of our 
land all praised 
this amazing 
discovery. 


thought 
it would 
help people 
understand 
each 
other... 


And so, 
faster 
than youd 
believe, 


Yes, 
everyone. 


wanted to 
Е и reach that 
And ерер Comm 4. lofty level. 
so, we all | 27% | 
еуо\уеа. 
Мо опе 
wanted to 
get left 
behind. 


6 


tell you what 
| personally 
experienced. 


/ 
ЛЕП 


X 
N 


It was 
the day 
after we 


ou hear. 
yo | drank the 


me? | 


Гт оп your 
doorstep 


There was 
the woman 
| was seeing 
atthe 
time. 


We were 
50, 50 


our minds 
countless 


| | | 


We thought 
we were the 
happiest 
people alive. 


Just like 
that, we 
started 
living 
together. 
A few days 
passed. 


Hmm? She's 
overwatering 
them again. 


times do l^ 
have to tell 
her... 


think I'm ` 
stupid?! 
y 


if Whats E 
ЕЕ goingon í: 


Why is she һеге..2 ji 


angry over 
something 
50 trivial? 


Trivial?! 
You 
think it’s 
trivial?! 


So what's 
important to 
me is trivial to 
you, then?! 


lhadn't 
realizedit, 


and | didn't 
realize that 
she thought | 
already knew 
about it. 


As it turns 
out, we were 
among the 
lucky ones. 


mu nun. 


We ended up 
having a huge 
telepathic 
argument. 


Shehadan 
inferiority 


complex about 


my intellect 
and academic 
background. 


| could 
never be with. 
heartless 
| elitist like: ` 
| VOU. гах 


ЕП түр 
3 ty 


In one 


His dying 4 
instance, 
thoughts 
о ; aman was 
and feelings 
г fatally 
Жана injured in a 
transmitted y É 
à car accident. 
f to those 


it drove 
them all 
insane. 


In Congress, 
two politicians 
discovered each 
other’s betrayals 
and tried to kill 
one another., 


Schools 
found they 


|| could no longer 
Y administer 


man was 
arrested 
just for 
approaching 
a young 
woman. 


WITHIN 
AWEEK, 


dnt nr onere ГИ rr Boon 
Ser nr free ГГ rr 
rr rr cree ГГ ГГ) 
re rf onen 


horrifying 
it is to know 


each other’s ( 
thoughts. 2 Ж (1 Wefinally 


realized 
too late... 


In the end, 
feeling someone 
else's pain when 
you're happy only 

brings harm. 


“If you 
understand 
others’ рат, 

you can be kind 

towards 


“You'll 
have more Be 
respect 
for each 


does nothing 
to alleviate 
the pain of 

the one who's 


suffering. 


There was 
only one 
solution 

to this 
bedlam. 


that 

was a 

whopping 
lie. 


thoughts 
won’t reach 
you, either. 


get away 
from each 


Just as you 
can't hear 
sounds from 
far away, 


Еуегуопе 
inthis land 
‘has genuine 
anthropo- 
phobia— 
fear of other 


Each 
person 


lives alone, 
ina house all 


Pm 
afraid 


Thanks 
to that, ме 
developed 
better 
machines, 


now we can 
live without 
ever seeing 
another 
soul. 


But 
there’s 
no use 
worrying 
about it. 


No children 
have been 
born here in 
nearly ten 


this land 
will likely 


Whenever! | __ 
listen toit, | 

| can't help 
wondering 


It was very 
popular ten 
years ago. 


careful. 


Take care 
on your 
journey. 


You too, 
Hermes. 


| really 
enjoyed our 
visit, Kino. 


Thank you 
for the 


It was 
delicious. 


from the 
solitude, it's 
comfortable 

and safe. 


You could 
use this 
asabase 
What for your 
do you travels. 
think, 


1 am |) 
шм г 


if it'd be all 
right with 
you, Kino, 
we could... 


Thank 
you, but 
Ри sorry. 


I'd like to 
continue 
my 
journey. 


sorry for 

making such 
a strange 

Suggestion. 


make а love 
connection? 
does 
that even 
mean? 


| was 

afraid 
you were 
gonna get 
married for 
a second 


sure locked 
eyes with 

that guy for 
а while. 


Don't be 
ridiculous. 


you think it 
actually got 
through? 


So 
| tried 
to send 
him a 
reply... 


| just 
got the 
feeling 


that 
he was 
thinking, 
"Don't 
die out 
there." 


Is it the 
cater- 
pillars, 
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Рт not 
too fond 
of riding 
through 
the 
woods. 


Do you 
know why, 
Hermes? 


might 

think 
you're 
heading 

west 


ut 
somehow 
going 
south 


5 easy to 
end up 
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lose track 


it 
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Hang 
in there, 


ES 
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Did you 
lose your 
bearings? 


There's 
no road 
here, 


all right. 
| think 
this'll 


Sothat's 
what those 
directions 
meant. 


said a 
motorrad 


What if : should be 
a train | ' able to 
comes, p traverse 


though? 


The track’s 
overgrown 
with weeds, 

X Alam; and the rails 

AN A are rusty. 

F 
ul I don't think 
| it’sinuse 
anymore... 
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least we 
won't lose 
track of our 
direction. 
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Wouldja 
mind movin’ 
that nice 
motorrad of 
yours off fer 


traveler, 


but | can’t 
remove this 
trolley from 
the rails too 
easy. 


of course 
| will. 


4 Did you 
|" do all this 
> GA yourself? 


Do you 


mind if | 
ask youa ice 
Removing question 
the weeds ? 
and polishing 


the ғайб... 


биге. S’my 
job, y'see. 
doin’ it for 
ages now. 


How long 
is “ages”, 
exactly? 


I've just 
bin countin’ 
the winters 

all these 

years... 


You've 
never once 
x.) returned 
¿4 to the land 
you came 


Fifty 
years, | 


M’not sure 
the exact 
number, but 
it oughter 
be around 
that. 


| took 
a job wit’ 
the railroad 


An’ the 
y when | was 


haven't told 
me ter stop 
yet, so on 


might want 
ter use some 
о these 
old rails 
someday, 


| they asked 
meter 
clean "ет 
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already 
hada 


so | knew 


be gettin’ ту |? 
paychecks, | | had ter wife an 
soldont | № keep em kid by 
think they'll AT fed them 
be wantin’ . МИ somehow or 


for nothin’. ‘nother. 


| wonder what 
they’re doin’ 


these days, 
though... 


азалы ыса 


So, 


traveler 


where 
might ye be 
headed? 


That old 
"guy from 
yesterday 
sure was 
somethino. 


> 
S 
En 
Os 
о 
> 


À im 7 4 | 


apologies, | 
traveler, 
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going > oh ier A y 2-4) this trolley 
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Yes,of Ah, 
course... right. 


МІ do 
that. 


аге уои 


rails? 


Been | A clear away 
doing it N а the railroad 
alone for В |: ties, too. 


like where | 
this is 


Itooka 
job at the 
railroad 
when | was 

And | 

haven't 
been told ' 

хе енор (Ре огдегеа 
i me to 
remove the 
rails that 
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140% five 
younger 
brothers, 


haven't 
gone back 
home? 


No time 
totakea 


But it 
makes ‘ет 
easy to 
take off. 


in great shape 
for not being 


usedinyears, } 
aren't they? [am 


that lalways 
мав thought 
strange. 


So, 
traveler 


where 

might 

you be 
headed? 
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once ya 
get used 


don't like 
where this 
is going. 


Did you 
do all this 
yourself? 


I put down 
the ties, lay 


the rails, 


Lookee & 
over Got all the 


materials 
| need, too. 


Ри not 
so great at 
estimatin'. 


And they 
haven't told 
meto stop 
yet, so here 


said to fix up 
some old lines 
іп case they 
wanna use 
'em again. 


Been 
workin' 
so long 


musta 
been about 
50 years 
now, maybe 


When 
Iwas 15 or 
so, | took a 

job with the 
railroad. 


lm guessing 

you haven't 

been home, 
then. 


so | gotta 
work enough 
for all three 


Awright! 
Thank ya ) 


Where're 
ya headed, 
traveler? 


motorrads 
` fare happiest 
when 
they’re 


so | 


really moving. 
enjoy being 
on this journey 
journey. means 
| move 


every 
day, 


heard of a 
syllogic? 


What makes \ 
humans want 
То go on 
journeys, 


mean. 


just kinda 
makes me 
wonder... 


mean all 
humans? / 


eat foods 
they've 
never eaten 


before, 
talk to 


people 

they've 
never met 

before. 


you keep 
Ireveling? 


| They want to 

| go somewhere 
they've never 
been before, 


see things 
they've never 
seen before, 


It might 
be more 


complicated 
than that in 
practice, 


that's the 
simplest 
way to 


Given your 

skills with that 
Persuader, I'm. 
sure you could 
find work 
anuwhere. 


| mean, 
I know you've 
got nowhere 
to go back 
to. 


could've 
stayed with 
that teacher 
of yours, 


you've been 
in terrible 
situations or 
almost been 
killed so many 
times. 


say you're 
wrong 
about 

that. 


Considering 
how much 


don't you ever 
think about 
settling down A 

somewhere? ЕЗ 
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Afterword! 


Hello, dear reader of Kino's Journey: The Beautiful World! Um the 
author of the original light novels, Keiichi Sigsawa (Note: An au- 
thor. Cannot fly). 

Гуе been given the honor of writing the afterword this time, 
to my great pleasure. Hopefully 1 don't write so much that the text 
ends up having to be really small! 

As is often the case with paperback afterwords, ГЇЇ be sure to 
avoid spoiling the contents of the book, so it's all right to read this 
first, if you like! 


Now, with the release of this first volume, 1 can hardly contain my 
happiness. I'm so thrilled, I feel like flying through the sky! I can’t 
actually fly, though. 

Kino's Journey was my debut as an author and is also my most 
well-known work, and while it’s even been made into anime, games, 
and so on, this is che first time it’s been adapted into a manga. That's 
quite unusual these days, when most multi-media projects start 
with a manga. 

Of course, the plans for a manga version have been in the works 
for along time, but it kept falling through for one reason or another. 

“Could it be that Kino’s Journey is cursed to never become a 
manga...?" Naturally, I was starting to seriously worry. Maybe I did 
something wrong in a previous life? If anyone knows, please tell me 
via telepathy. 

At any rate, this year (2017), seventeen years after the original 
book was released, Kodansha has made the manga version a reality! 


It’s a miracle. The curse has finally been broken! 


As far as the quality of the adaptation, I only have one word for my 
feelings: “Excited!” and “Gratified!” I’m sorry, that was two words. 

Iruka Shiomiya’s version of Kino is so sharp and stylish, and I 
can’t get enough of the occasional cute expressions. The grin on my 
face as I read the finished manuscript must never be shared on social 
media. 

Hermes looks very gallant and cool rendered in 3DCG, full of 
mechanical charm. I made а ridiculous amount of notes and retakes 
on the design (more than Kinos, in fact), and Shiomiya kindly went 
along with all of them. I don’t have the words to fully express my 
gratitude. 


ГЇЇ probably get in trouble if I don’t wrap this up soon, so let me end 
by expressing my feelings. 

The journey of our manga serialization is only just beginning, as 
is the journey of collecting them into tankobon volumes. 

I hope that you will enjoy this journey with the manga version 
of Kino and Hermes. Will it lead to a fluffy bed with clean white 
sheets, or perhaps...? 


Well, until we meet again in the next volume! 


July 2017 Keiichi Sigsawa 


